hospitals, our young medical officers, pursuing the bent of their inclination, select limited portions of pathology for illustration, and thus give rise to that infinity of specialties which the writer declares to be characteristic of this country.
" Even among the honorary consulting medical officers attached to the large hospitals, scarcely any other than specialists are to be found : one confining his attention to diseases of the heart, another to those of the liver, and a third to gout. Few, indeed, are there in the hospitals of physicians in the full acceptation of the term, treating all diseases indifferently." While admiring the absolute power placed in the hands of the medical officer of prescribing whatever he thinks proper in the way of food or drink without having to consult any hospital superintendent, a power largely availed of, he tells us that we are,' on the other hand, subject to a species of surveillance unknown in France.
